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EDUCATION COMMITTEE
IDAPA 08 - STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
08.02.02 - RULES GOVERNING UNIFORMITY

DOCKET NO. 08-0202-0801

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - TEMPORARY AND PROPOSED RULE
EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is November 2, 2007.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule, and proposed rulemaking procedures 
have been initiated. The action is authorized pursuant to Sections §33-105 and §33-107, Idaho 
Code.

PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULE: Public hearing(s) concerning this rulemaking will be 
scheduled if requested in writing by twenty-five (25) persons, a political subdivision, or an 
agency, not later than January 16, 2008.

The hearing site(s) will be accessible to persons with disabilities. Requests for 
accommodation must be made not later than five (5) days prior to the hearing, to the agency 
address below.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of its 
supporting reasons for adopting a temporary rule and a nontechnical explanation of the substance 
and purpose of the proposed rulemaking:

Section 023.03: The change from Education Media Generalist to Library Media 
Specialist reflects the degree title universities/colleges use most often nationwide for this 
endorsement. The course titles were changed to reflect university/college course offering 
titles. 

Section 023.10: This rule change clarifies the original intent of the endorsement and to 
provide consistency with the wording of other endorsements. 

Section 024: The word change from reading to literacy better reflects what is required of 
a teacher seeking this endorsement. Reading, writing, speaking, and listening are all part of 
communicating effectively and learning to be critical thinkers. The global marketplace 
requires effective communication not only in reading but in the other areas as well. There is 
no demand for the 6-12 endorsement level.

Section 027: This terminology change clarifies the requirement of a professional RN 
license instead of “nursing certificate.”

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

Subsection 023.03: Confers a benefit on library media specialists and those seeking the 
endorsement. This section was amended at the beginning of the year according to standards 
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review by the Professional Standards Commission (PSC) as required by Idaho Code 33-
1258. 

Subsection 023.10: Confers a benefit on gifted and talented teachers. This section was 
amended at the beginning of the year according to standards review by the Professional 
Standards Commission (PSC) as required by Idaho Code 33-1258. 

Section 024: Confers a benefit on literacy/reading teachers and those seeking the 
endorsement. This section was amended at the beginning of the year according to standards 
review by the Professional Standards Commission (PSC) as required by Idaho Code 33-
1258. 

Section 027: Confers a benefit on school nurses. This section was amended at the 
beginning of the year according to standards review by the Professional Standards 
Commission (PSC) as required by Idaho Code 33-1258. 

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A

NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING: Pursuant to IDAPA 04.11.01.811, negotiated rulemaking was 
conducted. This proposed rule change was brought before the Standards Committee of the 
Professional Standards Commission. It was presented and discussed and the final version was 
then proposed to the entire Professional Standards Commission for a vote.

ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN 
COMMENTS: For assistance on technical questions concerning the temporary and proposed 
rule, contact Christina Linder, (208) 332-6886.

Anyone may submit written comments regarding the proposed rulemaking. All written 
comments must be directed to the undersigned and must be delivered on or before January 23, 
2008.

DATED this 13th day of November, 2007,

Tracie Bent
State Board of Education
650 West State Street
PO Box 83720-0037
Boise, ID 83720-0037
(208) 332-1582 phone
(208) 334-2632 FAX
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE TEMPORARY RULE

023. ENDORSEMENTS E - L.

01. Earth Science (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including course work in 
each of the following: Earth Science, Astronomy, and Geology. (4-11-06)

02. Economics (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include a minimum of 
three (3) semester credit hours of micro-economics, a minimum of three (3) semester credit hours 
of macro-economics, and a minimum of six (6) semester credit hours of Personal Finance/
Consumer Economics/Economics Methods. Remaining course work may be selected from 
economics and finance course work in one (1) or more of the following areas: Agriculture Science 
and Technology, Business Education, Economics, Family and Consumer Science, or Marketing 
Education. (4-11-06)

043. English (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours, including three (3) semester 
credit hours in Linguistics/Grammar, three (3) semester credit hours in American Literature, three 
(3) semester credit hours in English Literature, six (6) semester credit hours in Advanced 
Composition, excluding the introductory sequence designed to meet general education 
requirements. Remaining credits must be completed in the English Department, and must include 
some course work in Writing Methods for Teachers of Secondary Students. (3-16-04)

054. English as a New Language (ENL) (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to 
include four (4) semester credit hours in Modern Languages; three (3) semester credit hours in 
Cultural Diversity; three (3) semester credit hours in ENL Methods; three (3) semester credits in 
Linguistics; three (3) semester credit hours in Foundations, Federal and State Law, Theory, 
Testing/Identification of Limited English Proficient Students; one (1) semester credit in ENL 
Practicum or Field Experience; and three (3) semester credit hours in an ENL related elective.

(3-30-07)

065. Family and Consumer Science (6-12). (3-16-04)

a. Thirty (30) semester credit hours to include coursework in each of the following: 
Child/Human Development; Human/Family Relations; Directed Laboratory Experience in 
Childcare; Clothing and Textiles, Cultural Dress, Fashion Merchandising, or Design Nutrition; 
Food Preparation, Food Production, or Culinary Arts; Housing, Interior Design, Home 
Management, or Equipment; Consumer Economics or Family Resource Management; 
Introduction to Family Consumer Sciences; and, Integration of Family Consumer Sciences or 
Family Consumer Science Methods. (3-16-04)

b. Occupational Teacher Preparation as provided in Sections 034 through 038.
(3-16-04)

076. Foreign Language (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in a 
specific foreign language including course work in two (2) or more of the following areas: 
Grammar, Conversation, Composition, Culture, and Literature; and course work in Foreign 
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Language Methods. To obtain an endorsement in a specific foreign language (K-12), applicants 
holding a Secondary Certificate must complete an elementary methods course. (4-11-06)

087. Geography (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including course work in 
Cultural Geography and Physical Geography, and a maximum of six (6) semester credit hours in 
World History Survey. Remaining semester credit hours must be selected from Geography.

(4-11-06)

098. Geology (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Geology.
(3-16-04)

109. Gifted and Talented (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours, to include a 
minimum of three (3) semester credits hours in each of the following: Foundations of Gifted and 
Talented Education; Creative/Critical Thinking Skills for Gifted and Talented Students; Social 
and Emotional Needs of Gifted and Talented Students; Curriculum and Instruction for Gifted and 
Talented Students; and Practicum and Program Design for Gifted and Talented Education. 
Remaining course work must be in the area of gifted education. (3-16-04)(11-2-07)T

110. Health (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in 
Organization/Administration/Planning of a School Health Program; Health and Wellness; 
Methods of Teaching Health; Mental/Emotional Health; Nutrition; Human Sexuality; Substance 
Use and Abuse; and Theories of Behavior Changes. Remaining semester credits must be in 
health-related course work. (3-30-07)

121. History (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include a minimum of six (6) 
semester credit hours of U.S. History Survey and a minimum of six (6) semester credit hours of 
World History Survey. Remaining course work must be in History. Course work may include 
three (3) semester credit hours in American Government. (4-11-06)

132. Humanities (6-12). An endorsement in English, History, Music, Visual Art, 
Drama, or Foreign Language and twenty (20) semester credit hours in one of the following areas 
or ten (10) semester credit hours in each of two (2) of the following areas: Literature, Music, 
Foreign Language, Humanities Survey, History, Visual Art, Philosophy, Drama, Comparative 
World Religion, Architecture, and Dance. (4-11-06)

143. Journalism (6-12). Follow one (1) of the following options: (3-16-04)

a. Option I: Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include a minimum of sixteen (16) 
semester credit hours in Journalism and four (4) semester credit hours in English. (3-16-04)

b. Option II: Possess an English endorsement with a minimum of six (6) semester 
credit hours in Journalism. (3-16-04)

0314. Education Library Media Generalist Specialist (K-12). Twenty (20) semester 
credit hours in the field of Education Media or Library Science, including a minimum of: fifteen 
(15) credit hours of course work distributed among each of the following: Material Selection/

(11-2-07)T
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a. Collection Development/Materials Selection; (11-2-07)T

b. Literature for Youth or Children; (11-2-07)T

c. Organization/ of Information (Cataloging and Classification); (11-2-07)T

d. School Library Administration/Management of Educational Materials; and
(11-2-07)T

e. Library Automation/Information Technologyies Research Methods and 
Information Literacy. (3-16-04)(11-2-07)T

15. Literacy (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Literacy 
including a minimum of three (3) semester credit hours in each of the following areas: 
Foundations of Reading or Developmental Reading; Reading in the Content Area; Literature for 
Youth; Psycholinguistics or Language Development; Corrective/Diagnostic/Remedial Reading; 
and Teaching Writing. To obtain a Literacy endorsement, applicants must complete the Idaho 
Comprehensive Literacy Course or the Idaho Comprehensive Literacy Assessment. Remaining 
credits must be taken in the area of teaching literacy. (11-2-07)T

024. ENDORSEMENTS M - Z.

01. Marketing Technology Education (6-12). (3-16-04)

a. Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in each of the following 
areas: Marketing; Management; Economics; Coordination of Cooperative Programs; 
Merchandising/Retailing; and Curriculum and Materials Marketing, with remaining credit hours 
in the field of business. (3-16-04)

b. Occupational teacher preparation as provided in Sections 034 through 038..
(3-16-04)

02. Mathematics - Basic (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in Mathematics 
including course work in Algebra, Geometry, and Trigonometry. Six (6) semester credit hours of 
computer programming may be substituted for six (6) semester credits in Mathematics. (3-16-04)

03. Mathematics (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including course work in 
each of the following areas: Geometry, Linear Algebra, Discrete Mathematics, Probability and 
Statistics, and a minimum of three (3) semester credit hours of Calculus. Statistics course work 
may be taken from a department other than the mathematics department. (4-11-06)

04. Music (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work 
in the following: Theory and Harmony; Aural Skills, Music History; Conducting; Applied Music; 
and Piano Proficiency (Class Piano or Applied Piano), and Secondary Music Methods/Materials. 
To obtain a Music K-12 endorsement, applicants holding a Secondary Certificate must complete 
an elementary music methods course. (4-11-06)

05. Natural Science (6-12). An endorsement in: Biological Science, Physical Science, 
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Physics, Chemistry, Earth Science, Geology, or Agriculture Science and Technology. Twenty-four 
(24) semester credit hours are required in each endorsement area as follows: (4-11-06)

a. Biological Science Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in 
each of the following areas: Physics, Chemistry, and Earth Science or Geology. (4-11-06)

b. Physics Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in each of the 
following areas: Biology, Chemistry, and Earth Science or Geology. (4-11-06)

c. Chemistry Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in each of 
the following areas: Biology, Physics, and Earth Science or Geology. (4-11-06)

d. Earth Science or Geology Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit 
hours in each of the following areas: Biology, Physics, and Chemistry. (4-11-06)

e. Agriculture Science and Technology Endorsement. Minimum of four (4) semester 
credit hours in each of the following areas: Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science or Geology, and 
Physics. Remaining course work must be from the sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science or 
Geology, and Physics. (4-11-06)

06. Physics (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Physics.(3-16-04)

07. Physical Education (PE) (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to 
include course work in each of the following areas: Sport, Movement, and Outdoor Skills; 
Elementary PE Methods; Secondary PE Methods; Student Evaluation in PE; Administration of a 
PE Program; Safety and Prevention of Injuries; Fitness and Wellness; PE for Special Populations; 
Exercise Physiology; Kinesiology/Biomechanics; Sports Psychology or Sociology; Motor 
Behavior; and Current CPR and First Aid Certification. (3-30-07)

08. Physical Education/Health. Must have an endorsement in both physical 
education and health. (3-30-07)

09. Physical Science (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of physical 
science to include a minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in each of the following: 
Chemistry and Physics. (3-16-04)

10. Psychology. Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Psychology.
(3-16-04)

11. Reading (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of reading 
including a minimum of fifteen (15) semester credit hours distributed among each of the following 
areas: Foundations of Reading or Developmental Reading; Reading in the Content Area; 
Literature for Youth; Psycholinguistics or Language Development; and Corrective/Diagnostic/
Remedial Reading. To obtain a Reading K-12 endorsement, applicants holding a Secondary 
Certificate must complete an elementary methods course. (3-16-04)

121. Social Studies (6-12). Must have an endorsement in History, American 
Government/Political Science, Economics, Sociology, Psychology, or Geography plus a 
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minimum of twenty (20) semester credit hours of which the following are required: a minimum of 
six (6) semester credit hours of general U.S. history survey; a minimum of three (3) semester 
credit hours of American Government. The remaining semester credit hours must include course 
work from all of the following areas: World History, Geography, Economics, Sociology, and 
Psychology. (4-11-06)

132. Sociology (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Sociology.
(3-16-04)

143. Sociology/Anthropology (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including a 
minimum of six (6) semester credit hours in each of the following: Anthropology and Sociology.

(3-16-04)

154. Technology Education (6-12). (3-16-04)

a. Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in each of the following 
areas: Communication Technology; Computer Applications; Construction Technology; 
Electronics Technology; Manufacturing Technology; Power, Energy and Transportation; and 
Principles of Technology. (3-16-04)

b. Occupational teacher preparation as provided in Sections 034 through 038.
(3-16-04)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

027. PUPIL PERSONNEL SERVICES CERTIFICATE.
Persons who serve as school counselors, school psychologists, speech-language pathologists, 
school social workers, school nurses and school audiologists are required to hold the Pupil 
Personnel Services Certificate, with the respective endorsement(s) for which they qualify.

(3-16-04)

01. Counselor Endorsement (K-12). To be eligible for a Pupil Personnel Services 
Certificate endorsed Counselor K-12, a candidate must have satisfied the following requirements. 
The Pupil Personnel Services Certificate with a Counselor endorsement is valid for five (5) years. 
Six (6) credits are required every five (5) years in order to renew the endorsement. (3-16-04)

a. Hold a master's degree and provide verification of completion of an approved 
program of graduate study in school guidance and counseling from a college or university 
approved by the Idaho State Board of Education or the state educational agency of the state in 
which the program was completed. The program must include successful completion of seven 
hundred (700) clock hours of supervised field experience, one-half of which must be in a K-12 
school setting. Previous school counseling experience may be considered to help offset the field 
experience clock hour requirement. (3-16-04)

b. An institutional recommendation is required for a School Counselor K-12 
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Endorsement. (3-16-04)

02. School Psychologist Endorsement. This endorsement is valid for five (5) years. 
Six (6) credits are required every five (5) years in order to renew the endorsement. To be eligible 
for initial endorsement, a candidate must complete a minimum of sixty (60) graduate semester 
credit hours which must be accomplished through one (1) of the following options: (3-16-04)

a. Completion of an approved thirty (30) semester credit hour, or forty-five (45) 
quarter credit hours, master's degree in education or psychology and completion of an approved 
thirty (30) semester credit hour, or forty-five (45) quarter credit hour, School Psychology 
Specialist Degree program. (3-16-04)

b. Completion of an approved sixty (60) semester credit hour, or ninety (90) quarter 
credit hour, master's degree program in School Psychology. (3-16-04)

c. Completion of an approved sixty (60) semester credit hour, or ninety (90) quarter 
credit hour, School Psychology Specialist degree program which did not require a master's degree 
as a prerequisite, with laboratory experience in a classroom, which may include professional 
teaching experience, student teaching or special education practicum, and completion of a 
minimum three hundred (300) clock-hour internship within a school district under the supervision 
of the training institution and direct supervision of a certificated school psychologist.

(3-16-04)

03. School Nurse Endorsement. This endorsement is valid for five (5) years. Six (6) 
credits are required every five (5) years in order to renew the endorsement. Initial endorsement 
may be accomplished through completion of the following requirements. (3-16-04)

a. The candidate must possess a valid registered nursing certificate (RN) license
issued by the Idaho State Board of Nursing, and a bachelor’s degree in nursing, education, or a 
health-related field from an accredited institution. (3-16-04)(11-2-07)T

b. The candidate must possess a valid professional nursing (RN) license issued by the 
Idaho State Board of Nursing and have completed Nnine (9) semester credit hours shall be taken 
for from a university or college credit in at least three (3) of the following areas: (11-2-07)T

i. assessment of student hHealth program management; (11-2-07)T

ii. cChild and adolescent health issues; (11-2-07)T

iii. cCounseling, psychology, or social work; or (11-2-07)T

iv. mMethods of education instruction. (11-2-07)T

c. Additionally, each candidate must have two (2) years’ full-time (or part-time 
equivalent) school nursing, community health nursing, or any area of pediatric, adolescent, or 
family nursing experience. (3-16-04)(11-2-07)T

04. Provisional Endorsement - School Nurse. This certificate will be granted for 
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those who do not meet the educational and/or experience requirements but who hold a valid 
registered professional nursing (RN) license certificate in Idaho. An Interim Certificate – School 
Nurse will be issued for two (2) three (3) years while the applicant is meeting the educational 
requirements, and it is not renewable. (3-16-04)(11-2-07)T

05. Speech-Language Pathologist Endorsement. This endorsement is valid for five 
(5) years. Six (6) credits are required every five (5) years in order to renew the endorsement. 
Initial endorsement will be issued to candidates who possess a master’s degree from an accredited 
college or university in a speech/language pathology program approved by the State Board of 
Education, and who receive an institutional recommendation from an accredited college or 
university. (3-16-04)

06. Audiology Endorsement. This endorsement is valid for five (5) years. Six (6) 
credits are required every five (5) years in order to renew the endorsement. Initial endorsement 
will be issued to candidates who possess a master’s degree from an accredited college or 
university in an audiology program approved by the State Board of Education, and who receive an 
institutional recommendation from an accredited college or university. (3-16-04)

07. School Social Worker Endorsement. This endorsement is valid for five (5) years. 
Six (6) credit hours are required every five (5) years in order to renew the endorsement. Initial 
endorsement may be accomplished through possession of a social work certificate issued by the 
Idaho Bureau of Occupational Licenses, an institutional recommendation, and completion of one 
(1) of the following options: (3-16-04)

a. A master's degree in social work from an Idaho college or university approved by 
the State Board of Education, or a master's degree in social work from an out-of-state college or 
university. The program must be currently approved by the state educational agency of the state in 
which the program was completed. (3-16-04)

b. A master's degree in guidance and counseling, sociology, or psychology plus thirty 
(30) semester credit hours of graduate work in social work education, including course work in all 
the following areas: understanding the individual; casework method; field placement; social 
welfare programs and community resources; and research methods. (3-16-04)
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DOCKET NO. 08-0203-0801

NOTICE OF RULEMAKING - TEMPORARY RULE
COORDINATOR’S NOTE: Due to a miscommunication between the State Board staff and the 
Department of Education staff, a request to remove this docket from the January edition of the 
Idaho Administrative Bulletin was made to the Office of the Administrative Rules Coordinator. 
Because the resulting procedural error was inadvertent and the original submission of this 
rulemaking did meet statutory requirements for the timely publication of the temporary rule, the 
temporary rule is being printed in this Bulletin as originally intended and authorized by the State 
Board of Education. The Board and Department regret any confusion or inconvenience this may 
have caused.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The effective date of the temporary rule is October 12, 2007.

AUTHORITY: In compliance with Sections 67-5221(1) and 67-5226, Idaho Code, notice is 
hereby given that this agency has adopted a temporary rule. The action is authorized pursuant to 
Sections 33-105 and 33-107, Idaho Code.

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY: The following is the required finding and concise statement of its 
supporting reasons for adopting this temporary rule.

Without this change students currently enrolled in 8th grade would be required to pass the 
science ISAT when they take the test in 10th grade. This would mean the class of 2012 would 
be the first class required to pass the science ISAT. Students currently in 8th grade have 
taken the science ISAT as 7th graders and therefore have some knowledge of the test’s 
format and content. This will help prepare them for the test as 10th graders. This action will 
also give students advance notice of the requirements they must attain to graduate.

TEMPORARY RULE JUSTIFICATION: Pursuant to Section(s) 67-5226(1)(c), Idaho Code, 
the Governor has found that temporary adoption of the rule is appropriate for the following 
reasons:

This rule confers a benefit on school district administrators, educators, parents and 
students. There is ambiguity as to when the science graduation test applies under the 
current rule as it is not directly mentioned. Cut scores were just set this summer for the test 
so it needs to be dealt with now. In addition, the temporary rule needs to be put into place to 
give 8th graders adequate notice.

FEE SUMMARY: Pursuant to Section 67-5226(2), the Governor has found that the fee or charge 
being imposed or increased is justified and necessary to avoid immediate danger and the fee is 
described herein: N/A

FISCAL IMPACT: The following is a specific description, if applicable, of any negative fiscal 
impact on the state general fund greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000) during the fiscal year: 
N/A
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ASSISTANCE ON TECHNICAL QUESTIONS: For assistance on technical questions 
concerning the temporary rule, contact Scott Smith, (208) 332-6952.

DATED this 13th day of November, 2007.

Tracie Bent
State Board of Education
650 West State Street
PO Box 83720-0037
Boise, ID 83720-0037
(208) 332-1582 phone
(208) 334-2632 FAX

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF THE TEMPORARY RULE

105. GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL.
A student must meet all of the following requirements before the student will be eligible to 
graduate from an Idaho high school: (4-11-06)

01. Credit Requirements. (3-30-07)

a. (Effective for all students that graduate prior to January 1, 2013.) Each students 
shall demonstrate achievement in the CORE and other required subjects to include forty-two (42) 
semester credits, one (1) semester equaling one-half (1/2) year. (3-30-07)

b. (Effective for all students that enter the ninth grade in the fall of 2009 or later.) 
Each student shall complete the requirements found in Section 107 and other subjects to include 
forty-six (46) semester credits, one (1) semester equaling one-half (1/2) year. (3-30-07)

02. Achievement Standards. Each student shall meet locally established subject area 
achievement standards (using state standards as minimum requirements) demonstrated through 
various measures of accountability including examinations or other measures. (4-11-06)

03. Proficiency (Effective January 1, 2006). Each student shall achieve a proficient 
or advanced score on the High School Idaho Standards Achievement Test (ISAT) in math, reading 
and language usage in order to graduate. Effective on January 1, 2012, each student shall also 
achieve a proficient or advanced score on the science portion of the ISAT in order to graduate. A 
student who does not attain at least a proficient score prior to graduation may appeal to the school 
district or LEA, and, at the discretion of the school district or LEA, may be given an opportunity 
to demonstrate proficiency of the achievement standards through some other locally established 
mechanism. All locally established mechanisms used to demonstrate proficiency shall be 
forwarded to the State Board of Education for review and information. (4-11-06)(10-12-07)T

a. Before appealing to the school district or LEA for an alternate measure, the student 
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must be: (4-11-06)

i. Enrolled in a special education program and have an Individual Education Plan 
(IEP), or (3-20-04)

ii. Enrolled in an Limited English Proficient (LEP) program for three (3) academic 
years or less, or (3-20-04)

iii. Enrolled in the fall semester of the senior year. (3-20-04)

b. The measure must be aligned at a minimum to tenth grade state content standards;
(3-20-04)

c. The measure must be aligned to the state content standards for the subject matter in 
question; (3-20-04)

d. The measure must be valid and reliable; and (3-20-04)

e. Ninety percent (90%) of the criteria of the measure, or combination of measures, 
must be based on academic proficiency and performance. (3-20-04)

04. Foreign Exchange Students. Foreign exchange students may be eligible for 
graduation by completing a comparable program as approved by the school district or LEA.

(4-11-06)

05. Special Education Students. A student who is eligible for special education 
services under the Individuals With Disabilities Education Improvement Act must, with the 
assistance of the student’s Individualized Education Program (IEP) team, refer to the current 
Idaho Special Education Manual for guidance in addressing graduation requirements. (4-11-06)

(BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS)

107. HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS. 

01. Requirements. (Effective for all students that graduate prior to January 31, 2013.) 
The State minimum graduation requirement for all Idaho public high schools is forty-two (42) 
semester credits and a proficient or advanced score on the ISAT (effective January 1, 2006). The 
core of instruction required by the State Board of Education is twenty-five (25) semester credits. 
Local school districts may establish graduation requirements beyond the state minimum. The 
local school district has the responsibility to provide education opportunities that meet the needs 
of students in both academic and professional-technical areas. It is the intent of the State Board of 
Education to give local school districts the flexibility to provide rigorous and challenging 
curriculum that is consistent with the needs of students and the desire of their local patrons.

(3-30-07)
EDUCATION COMMITTEE Page 13 2008 TEMPORARY RULE



 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION Docket No. 08-0203-0801
Rules Governing Thoroughness TEMPORARY RULE

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
02. Requirements. (Effective for all students that enter the ninth grade in the fall of 
2009 or later.) The State minimum graduation requirement for all Idaho public high schools 
requires that a student take a minimum of forty-six (46) semester credits and achieve a proficient 
or advanced score on the ISAT, as described in Subsection 105.03. (3-30-07)(10-12-07)T

a. Twenty-nine (29) semester credits are required as listed in Subsections 107.03 
through 107.08; and (3-30-07)

b. A minimum of seventeen (17) elective credits. (3-30-07)

c. All credit-bearing classes must be aligned with state high school standards in the 
content areas for which standards exist. (3-30-07)

d. Local school districts or LEAs may establish graduation requirements beyond the 
state minimum. The local school district or LEA has the responsibility to provide educational 
opportunities that meet the needs of students in both academic and professional technical areas. It 
is the intent of the State Board of Education to give local school districts the flexibility to provide 
rigorous and challenging curriculum that is consistent with the needs of students and the desire of 
their local patrons. (3-30-07)

03. Secondary Language Arts and Communication. Eight (8) credits required that 
includes four (4) years of instruction in English, each year will consist of language study, 
composition, and literature. One (1) credit of instruction in communications including oral 
communication and technological applications that includes a course in speech, a course in 
debate, or a sequence of instructional activities that meet the state high school communications 
standards requirements. (3-30-07)

04. Mathematics. (3-30-07)

a. Mathematics. (Effective for all students that graduate prior to January 31, 2013.) 
Eight (8) credits required, a minimum of four (4) credits in math and four (4) credits in science, 
two (2) of which will be laboratory based. Secondary mathematics includes Applied 
Mathematics, Business Mathematics, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, Fundamentals of 
Calculus, Probability and Statistics, Discrete Mathematics, and courses in mathematical problem 
solving and reasoning. Secondary sciences will include instruction in applied sciences, earth and 
space sciences, physical sciences, and life sciences. (3-30-07)

b. Mathematics. (Effective for all students that enter the ninth grade in the fall of 
2009 or later.) Six (6) credits required. Secondary mathematics shall include instruction in the 
following areas: (3-30-07)

i. Two (2) semesters of Algebra I or courses that meet Algebra I standards as 
approved by the State Department of Education; (3-30-07)

ii. Two (2) semesters of Geometry or courses that meet Geometry standards as 
approved by the State Department of Education; and (3-30-07)

iii. Two (2) semesters of mathematics of the student’s choice. (3-30-07)
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iv. Two (2) semesters of the required six (6) credits of mathematics must be taken in 
the last year of high school. (3-30-07)

c. If a student completes any required high school course with a grade of C or higher 
before entering grade nine (9), and if that course meets the same standards that are required in 
high school, then the student has met the high school content area requirement. However the 
student must complete six (6) credits of high school math in addition to the courses completed in 
middle school. (3-30-07)

05. Science. (Effective for all students that enter the ninth grade in the fall of 2009 or 
later.) Six (6) credits required. (3-30-07)

a. Secondary sciences shall include instruction in the following areas: (3-30-07)

i. Biology; (3-30-07)

ii. Physical science or chemistry; and (3-30-07)

iii. Earth, space, environment, or approved applied science. (3-30-07)

b. Four (4) credits of courses outlined is Subsection 107.05.a. must be laboratory 
based. (3-30-07)

c. If a student completes any required high school course with a grade of C or higher 
before entering grade nine (9), and if that course meets the same standards that are required in 
high school, then the student has met the high school content area requirement. However, the 
student must complete six (6) credits of high school science in addition to the courses completed 
in middle school. (3-30-07)

06. Social Studies. (Five (5) credits required), including government (two (2) credits), 
United States history (two (2) credits), and economics (one (1) credit). Current world affairs and 
geography will be integrated into all social studies instruction. Courses such as geography, 
sociology, world affairs, and world history may be offered as electives, not to be counted as a 
social studies requirement. (4-11-06)

07. Humanities. (Two (2) credits required). A course in interdisciplinary humanities, 
visual and performing arts, or world language. Other courses such as literature, history, 
philosophy, architecture, or comparative world religions may satisfy the humanities standards if 
the course syllabus is approved by the State Department of Education as being aligned with the 
Humanities Standards. (4-11-06)

08. Health/Wellness. (One (1) credit required). A course focusing on positive health 
habits. (7-1-00)

09. College Entrance Examination. (Effective for all students that enter the ninth 
grade in the fall of 2009 or later.) A student must take one (1) of the following college entrance 
examinations before the end of the student’s eleventh grade year: COMPASS, ACT or SAT. 
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Scores must be included in the Learning Plan. (3-30-07)

10. Senior Project. (Effective for all students that enter the ninth grade in the fall of 
2009 or later.) A student shall complete a senior project that shall include a research paper and 
oral presentation by the end of grade twelve (12). (3-30-07)

11. Assessment. A student must achieve a proficient or advanced score on the ISAT in 
math reading and language usage. Effective on January 1, 2012, each student shall also achieve a 
proficient or advanced score on the science portion of the ISAT in order to graduate. A student is 
not required to achieve a proficient or advanced score on the ISAT if: (4-11-06)(10-12-07)T

a. A student received a proficient or advanced scored on an exit exam from another 
state that requires a standards-based exam for graduation. The state’s exit exam shall be approved 
by the State Board of Education, and must measure skills at the tenth grade level or above and be 
in comparable subject areas to the ISAT; (4-11-06)

b. A student appeals for another measure approved by a school district or LEA as 
outlined in Subsection 105.03; or (4-11-06)

c. A student has an IEP that outlines alternate requirements for graduation. (4-11-06)

d. The requirement will be phased in providing the following exemptions for the 
calendar year of 2006 and 2007. (4-11-06)

i. Calendar year of 2006. A student is not required to achieve a proficient or 
advanced score on the ISAT if: (4-11-06)

(1) A student took the ISAT and was within six (6) Rasch Units (RIT points) of 
proficiency; (4-11-06)

(2) A student has a score of seventeen (17) on the ACT or two hundred (200) on the 
SAT in English and a score of nineteen (19) on the ACT or four hundred sixty (460) on the SAT in 
Math; (4-11-06)

(3) A student has an IEP that outlines alternate requirements for graduation; (4-11-06)

(4) A student is considered an LEP student through a score determined on the state 
language proficiency test and has been in an LEP program for three (3) academic years or less;

(4-11-06)

(5) A student received a proficient or advanced score on an exit exam from another 
state that requires a standards-based exam for graduation. The state exit exams must be approved 
by the State Board of Education, measure skills at the tenth grade level or above and be in 
comparable subject areas to the ISAT; or (4-11-06)

(6) A student appeals for another measure approved by the school district or LEA as 
outlined in Subsection 105.03. (4-11-06)
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ii. Calendar year of 2007. A student is not required to achieve a proficient or 
advanced score on the ISAT if: (3-30-07)

(1) A student took the ISAT and was within three (3) RIT points of proficiency;
(4-11-06)

(2) A student has an IEP that outlines alternate requirements for graduation or 
adaptations are recommended on the test; (4-11-06)

(3) A student is considered an LEP student through a score determined on a language 
proficiency test and has been in an LEP program for three (3) academic years or less; (4-11-06)

(4) A student received a proficient or advanced score on an exit exam from another 
state that requires a standards-based exam for graduation. The state exit exams must be approved 
by the State Board of Education, measure skills at the tenth grade level or above and be in 
comparable subject areas to the ISAT; or (4-11-06)

(5) A student appeals for another measure approved by the school district or LEA as 
outlined in Subsection 105.03. (4-11-06)

iii. Calendar year of 2008 and subsequent classes. A student is not required to achieve 
a proficient or advanced score on the ISAT if: (3-30-07)

(1) A student has an IEP that outlines alternate requirements for graduation or 
adaptations are recommended on the test; (3-30-07)

(2) A student is considered an LEP student through a score determined on a language 
proficiency test and has been in an LEP program for three (3) academic years or less; (3-30-07)

(3) A student received a proficient or advanced score on an exit exam from another 
state that requires a standards-based exam for graduation. The state exit exams must be approved 
by the State Board of Education, measure skills at the tenth grade level or above and be in 
comparable subject areas to the ISAT; or (3-30-07)

(4) A student appeals for another measure approved by the school district or LEA as 
outlined in Subsection 105.03. (3-30-07)
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